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Scene Five: Aboard the Train ;

WATSON. (T us.) Within a few minutes I found myself in

_ the corner of our compartment, flying along en route

{ to Great Shelford, while Sherlock Holmes, his sharp,

- eager face framed in his traveling cap, brooded in the
opposite corner. As it turned out, it was one of the most
important discussions of our lives.

HOLMES. ... Watson: I assume that you have never heard of
Professor James Moriarty.

WATSON. Never.

HOLMES. And that is the genius of the man. He pervades
London and no one has heard of him. That is what puts
him on a pinnacle in the history of crime.

WATSON. Crime?

HOLMES. I tell you Watson, in all serio-usness, if I could

_ beat the man, I would gladly sacrifice myself in the
' ; process.

WATSON. Holmes, really... What has he done?

HOLMES. His career has been remarkable. At the age of
twenty he wrote a treatise on the Binomial Theorem and
had the Chair of Mathematics at Cambridge just two
years later. But it turned out that he had tendencies of
a criminal nature. Dark rumors gathered round him at
the university and eventually he was compelled to leave.

WATSON. You weren't there at the time...?

HOLMES. Indeed I was. He was my mentor, and I worshipped
him. We worked together, we dined together, we were
as inseparable as Juno’s swans. Then the rumors began
and he started avoiding me. It was said that he'd
committed the most atrocious crimes, all for money.

WATSON. That’s monstrous.
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