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hut they ... Nl'xt 1imc you and 'liun have gOL m come widt 11�. 

BETl I. Uh huh. 
KAREN. We'd h:ivc a hlasr, do11'1 you think? 
BETH. Oh, yeah. 
KAREN. Jus1 the four or us?! You would /om· l r;ily. The an ... ! 
Bl�TI I. I know; I cm't believe I've never hccn thcrr. 
K!\REN. l .eavc the kids with ·1om's sisrcr or somc1hi111,. They'll 
survive. lklicve me, with l);i111 1y and Isaac, we camc home and it 
was like, "Oh, hello; you again?" (ll11y smill'. Sill'llre.} "lim bad 
abou1 "li1111my. 
BETI I. Wha1 Jo you mean? 
K/\REN. l l.1vi11g to fly w W.1.,hi11gw11 011 .1 night Iii«: dti�. 
IWTI I. Oh, yeah. 
K/\llEN. //is loss. Oh, well. 111ore (i)()d for us. (/"h1:y smik A 
hl'1fl.) /\re you okay? 
Bl•:TI I. { )h, yeah; I il 1i 11 k I 111:1y have a migraine rn111111g 011, 
th.11\ all. 
Kt\lll·'.N. ( )It! (/1/11(( l'.\j1/11i11, llrthi hr/1,mi(//:) Well, lay 111lilw w111c 
Bl•:TI I. I .1111; I have hcrn. 
K/\lll•:N. You wan1 some Mrnri11? 
111-:TI I. Yt·.dt, good id ea, d1a11ks. (Kflrt'II g,·t, pills /imn ,1 01him1.} 

K/\IZEN. I al,110.�t ltirgo1: We go1 you guys so111ethi11g. 
1 11-:TI I. < >I,, 1cally? I low 11iu·. 
l<AllEN. jllsl ,\ li1dc some1hi11g. h>r the house. Vo11 know. (K,irm 
• t;i111·s lll'th 11 wmpp,·d lm11rllc.}
IIFTI I. Th:111ks. Should I open it now?
K/\REN. Whatever. (81•1h 111111m1ps thr b1111dlr: p/11n· 111,m. l111ry
somehow mrldw her, hut she trirs not II/ Lrt it sho111.}
BETI I. Oh, Karen, th,mk you w much .
KAREN. They're place mats.
BET! I. Yes. They're beauriful.
I</\REN. From .Siem. We spcnr a day there. Can you use 1hcm?
BETf I. Oh, Cod, yes, me? {(,itl.1,.· returns holdi11gjo11r boJ1Jls. 11.1hich
hrttl h,,en the kitb' iff crcrtm d1'ssnt.)
CABE. You shollld sec: [ wish I h ad some film.
KAilEN. That's right: We ran our of film.
CABE. {Co11ti11uo11s.) All four kids, all in a row, like chis, {/lend
i11 hm,rlr.} like four lirrle Raphael cherubs, warching 71/g Aristoc11ts
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for the nincty-sevelllh rime. (/Jeth mdtli:11/y brmks r/011111111111 sobs.) 
KARl'.N. Beth? 
CAl3E. (O,wr "!Jl'th?) Whar is ir? What·� the matter? (&th sobs 
piuomly.) 
KAREN. Oh. my Cod ... 
CABE. (.S'oji{y, to K,tren.) Did I mis� somcd1ing hcrc? 
Kl\ Rl(N. (Shrugs. then:) Beth. what is it? 
Bl•:TI I. Oh, Karen ... ·tom\ leaving me. 
Ki\REN. Wha1? 
BF.Tl I. I fc'.s k.,ving mc. 
CAI\E. Wha1 are you 1alki11g :1hout? 
111-:TI I. I le dnl's11'1 love mt· a11y 111orc. I Ir's leaving. I I<: lefr 111c . 
1 k's gone. (Shr lmwkJ down 11grti11.) 
C/\l�I\. What happened? 
BETI I. I le ,.1y� he's in love with m111rn 11r elsl'. 
1<1\IU•:N. Oh, Cod, you're kidding! (Hrtl1Jht1kl's her IJ.,,u/.) 
(;/\Bl'.. Who? 
K/\REN. (1lrl1111111i .. l1111g} t ;,ilw! 
(;AIIE. \Xlli.11. I waut tt> k11ow iii,'� �Ollll'onc we kuow! 
I<J\RFN. Wh.1t difl�·n:1tcl· drn·s i1 111ake? 
111•:TI I. Ii'� okay. I dou't k11ow, ,c>11tl· �tew.1nk�s. 
( ;/\BF. 1\ 1t,•11,.11do�? ·1cuu'., in love wi1h ., •/£'1{):trde,s? 
K/\Rl·.N. Oh, ( ,ml, th:11 i., m 1ac ky. 
!IF.Tl I. I k\ l>cl'll traVl'li1 1 g so 1111>Lh ... "N:111cy" lier 11:1mc is.
l</\IZl·.N. I low long ha� this lwrn g11i1 1g 011?
HE r1 I. I don', know, a ri:w 111()1\lh�. app:in:lllly.
K/\lll•:N. (01,l'r ..... fl/J/Jll!1.'11t(y. ".) I\ few 11/lllllhs? When did you 
f111<l 0111? 
BET( I. 1.ast week; while you were aw;iy. 
GABI•:. (�ojily.) Oh, jee1 . ... 
KAREN. What happened? 
BETI I. He confcss<:d. \Xie had an arg11111rn1. /\bom rhc dog. I le 
hates I he dog. If the dog chews 011 the rug. 11a1ur;illy i1 's 111y fuult, 
. ,o ... (li,kt'S 11 brl'llth.} I le told Ille he wa� miserable, that he's 
alwayi, been miscr:1bl<: ... 
GAHE. Wha1? 
13ETH. (Conti1111011s.} ... he's been miserable for so long he 
docsn'r remember wh a1 it was like to be happy. 
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TOM. So you're �i11ing there ... 
BF.Tl I. I don't hclievr rhi.s. 
TOM. ·1c11 me. 
BET! I. Wt· wt:re sining there ... :mcl I lost i1. I just ... lost it. 
TOM. Oh, Christ ... You rried?You actually crit'li? 
Bl:."l'I I. Yes. What do you expccr? Of course I rrii:d. 
TOM .. Shi1!
Bl·:TI I. Y,1// try carrying rhat around wirh you. 1'111 only human. 

I n1t.:an, I'm siuing there with our close.st fril'nd� ... 
TOM. I c111't believe yo11 dicl this ... 
BET! I. (Ci1111i1111011s.) ... e:11ing their fond, drinl<i11g ,heir wi11e,

111aki 11 g hdicve that everytl1ing i), j11�1 dandy, ,111d I cm1ldn'i do ii! 

TOM. I c111'1 believe ic ...
BFTI I. So what? So what ii' rhcy know? So d1ry k11ow! Thq wen:

l>nuncl 10 ltml 011t!
T( )fvl. l"h:11\ 1101 1he poin1 1 )'tmi11· got 1hc ,1dv,1n1:1gc now!

l\l·TI I. Wit.,,�! I do 1101!
T( )M. ( )j' <0111'\l' you d<>! You r,01 lO dll'm 11,,1! 
BliTI I. 

0

l(Hll ... 
TOM. ((i1J1ti111u1111 .) They heard )'lllll !>ide ,,r till' .�IOry l1rs1! Of 

nmrsr tlwy 01t go1111.1 sick with you, ir's 011I)' 11.1111r.il! 
111-:TI I. Oh, co111eon, 11obody'� 1aki11gsidcs. 
Tt )M. 1)011'1 lw naive! Yo11 know how it is1 l0111 IHI I  1�01111.1 b yrn1 

get away with thi), ... 
l ff'J'I I. Wli.11 ?! 
T01vl. (<.imti11111111.,.) C.,be and K:11e11 111e:111 ll)ll lllllt.h IO Ille, 1'111 i
1101 g,011 11:1 lt-t you wrn rhem against me! 
BETI I. ·1il111, you'n· overre:1t.:cing.
T( )M. Uo11't tell me 1'111 overreacting! You've p1ej11dic.t:cl my c.:ase! 

BFTI I. I haw 1101. ' fo111my. I was very evrnh:111ckd. 

TOM. I low cu1 you say thar?! You're si11 ing there rurning on I he' 

Lear., ... 
BET( I. I wasn't 1mning 011 :inything! Fuck yo11; I �1a1cd the faus. 

Tht:y were vtry sympa1 heric 
TOM. Of course they were sym parheci<..:. You won them over. 

0E'fH. I did 1101; srop saying that . 
TOM. You intended ro rcll them. 
BET! I. That is not true! I rried, I really did. I couldn't lidp it!/
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Everything just spilled our! 
TOM . 'lc:11 me. Wh,11 did you spill? I want m hear what you 
spilled . 
BETH. Look, this is sick. I'm exha11stcd. Aren't you cxhawaed, 'lirn1? 
TOM. (OtJer 'i'lrl'lli yo11 exhrwstetl, 'Jinn?'] I want to know what 
was said. Do you mind? I'm entitled IO know. 
13FTI-J. You know all this, we'vc been through this a dm.en times. 
TOM. (CJ/I{,,. " ... rt dozen times.') Ir you're gonna be speaking for 
die both of us, the lc:1s1 you could do ... 
BETI I. I told them wh:11 happened. Okay! 
TOM. Everything? 
IIETl-1. (A be111.) Yes. 
TOM. And what did rhey say? 
I\ETI I. They were shotlccd . They wi:re �ad. 
TOM. They wc:rl'? 
IIETI I. Wha1 do )'Oll 1hi11k> They're l)lll hr�, frit:11ck orcour.�c. 
,hey wne shocked, they were 1errihly upset. 
TOM. They werl' sad li,r )'flll, 1 hough, 1 iglit? Bct:1usc /,11 sud1 a 
has1arcl . 
I\ETI I. They wne �.,d fi,r everybody. They wnr s,td for 1hc kid�. 
TUM. I )icl )'llll tl'II them what you did"' int-. how yo11 kilbl 111y 
self rnnliclt:11n·? 
BETI I. Oh, Chri", ·1,,111 . .. 
TOM. (Ctmtit111ow.) l)iJ you? l)icl you tell dw111 how you rd used 
10 hear me? I low I I rinl 10 ge1 yo11 10 li.Ht:11 10 me for yrar., 
but yrn1 wouldn't? I )id you 1dl d,crn 1ha1? 
BET! I. (O,,er "!)id y1111 tell thnn 1h11t?') No more of ,his. Please? 
TOM. I crinl 0111 fo, help, so many 1i111es ... 
BF.TH. I low did you c.:ry out, ·11)111, by li1clcin� stewanlc.m·s? 
TOM. Codd:1mmi1, she's 1101 a srewanlcss! 
BETH. Were your cries dc1cc.:tablc by lmm,m cars, ·10111, or could 
just the dogs in the neighborhood hear chem? 
TOM. That's right, go ahead, cut me down, castrate me all over 
again. 
13ETI l .  (011e1· '' ... nll over agnin. ''.) Oh, plca�t:. You know, I hear 
you say this srulT, 'lom ... f can't believe rh,11 someone I could have 
been married ro, for twelve years.� 1ha1 I could have had children 
with!, would be capable of spouting such banal bullsl1it! 
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CA BE. Wha1? 
KARl�N. Why arc you doing this?! 
CABE. What docs it rn:rner wh:11 I 1hi 11k? 'forn c.111 decide for

himself if' he 1hi11 ks she's any good. 
TOM. Yeah. 
l(t\REN. (O,,er " ... i

f
he thinks she'1 ... ") You're hcing i11crcclibly

ncga1iw and I wish you would cul it oui! 

CABE. I le asked me wh:u I thought! What differel\l:e docs it

mah:? Jrn1s ... ('lhry cook i11 silenre.)
TOM. (SttrCttstiml(y.) Cl.:e, it's rl.:ally gene rm 1s of y ou guys lO he

se1ri 11 1� your ti iencls up. I guess you just w:1111 us to be as happy as

you arc, huh? Thar's really swt:cl. 
KA llEN. (.\i11ili11g) Sacw you. (/Jeth m1m·.1 "' lool.:inf. rn11b11nwrl

t1111I /Jl'l'L(J', 1111'tll'i11g ti <hou!r/1'1' b11g h1mti11.� with ttrl wpplirJ mu/ hrrul

pho11n ,1m1111t! hl'I' ,wck. Shr iJ!,1um·s '/in11. l/lho s111ilr.1 rxpcmmtly.)

Bl·TI I. (l:i1tl'l'i11g.J I kilo? 
Kt\Rl·'.N. I Ii! 
C:i\lW. I Ii i i. 
I\ ETI I. I'm 1101 late. am I? 
< :AI\I·'.. Not at all. 
IW'l'I I. I tot.illy lo.�l 1r:1ck ol'ti111c. 
l<Alll:.N. \\'/lwre did you go? 
BETI I. Ul i , it wa� glorious. The ligh1! < )11 1 he nera11! I w.ilkl'd all

t hl' w.ty down to t hi: bc:tl'h ... Wherl' you took inc ycsll'rday? 

l<ARl·:N. I uty Vinn:111 Beach? 
Bl·TI I. Yes! 
KAIZl·'.N. Wow, d1a1•� some walk. 
l�ETI I. Uh! I love ,his place!
< ;ABI�. I know.
l\I-:TJ I. I am in lovt:.
TOM. This your first 1imc on 1he Vineyard?
Bl�'l'I I. (lg111m:s him; 10 K,m•11.) I walkc:d :tit aln11g 1he bt·:tclt, pasr

l hose spccr:tcular day cli!T.�?
KA l{J-:N. Uh huh.
BETI I. The light!
Ct\111�. I know. 
BET! I. 1'111 1elling you, che cliffs glow!
KAREN. They do, don'1 they.
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BET! I. They're thi.s brilliam ren:H.:ulla. 
KAREN. Uh huh. 
BETH. And these people, these bcau1iliil men and won1en, were 
cavorting in rhc cl:iy ... 
GABE. Oh. yeah. 
BETH. (Co11ti1111nus.) ... :in<l 1hc light 1111 their bodies ... 
TOM. Were rhey naked? 
f3ETH. (A bull, looking 111 him for the/int time.} Excuse me? 
TOM. I was just wondering if rhcy were naked. 
11 ETI I. Som<· of rhcm. 
CAl3E. I'm sorry; Bi:rh, 1his is 'li)lll. 'lo rn ... 
TOM. I Ii. (I /1• l'Xtl'lld.i hi.r h111ul; thry sh11k1' hn1uls.) 
BETI I. I re111cmbc:r you. (Ii, Kt1rr11.) I rlo r1:me111hcr him. 
KJ\Rl•:N. I knew you would. 
TOM. W:1i1 wait: I clon'r 1hink wt· l'Vt'I' ... 
IIETJ I. At illl' wedding. I talked .1 101 to the wo111a 11 you wnc 
wi1h. SIH' was a puhli1 dt:frndl'r. 
'I'( )1\11. No1 any111orc. I nw.111, �h/s \Iii! a public dd� 11 ck 1 , I'm j11s1 
not wi1h hc1 a11ymort. 
BJ-:'J'I I. Oh, tha,'s 100 bad. 
TOM. Nm ncu:.�sarily. 
BETI I. Slw .m:111cd grl':tt. 
TOM. (l:'q11ivamlly.) Uh ... 
BET( I. /h I r ecall, I 1alkc:d LU her .1 101 lllOI'(' 1ha11 you did. Maybe 
if you paid 11101c :tltc1111on 10 her ... 
CABE. Movi11g righ1 along ... 
KAREN. Would you like so111ethi11g to drink1 
ui,:·1 ·11. I would Lo11e somc1hi11g LO drink. 
GABE. Beer, wine, red, white ... ? Rum and tonic? 
13E'l'H. Oo, yeah. a rum :rnd ionic; a rum and mnic sounds great. 
GABE. You got it. ((,i1he prepnres one.) 
TOM. So, is this your l1rs1 trip to the Vineyard? 
BET[ I. Yeah i1 is. (Mostly to Km·m.) And now I sec wh:11 make�
i,eople !oO l:111a1ic::il abou1 1his place: 1he terrain! 
KI\REN. Uh huh. 
GABE. That's right. 
BETJ I. (Co11ti1111ow.) This :1111:l'ling mix of sand :incl difTs and 
rolling hills. 
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Kt\REN. A few 111/J11ths? 
BETI I. (C'r111rinuom.) 1 lc's tcachi11g me how to rolkrbbclc' t, 
KARl·:N. Oh, Cod. 
BF.Tl I. I'm get1ing preny good ar ir, roo. We play hooky some 
afternoons and he r:1kcs me out 10, you know, along rhc ca11al? 
K(\REN. Do you wear knee-pads and :1 hclmer and evcry1hing? 
BETI I. Yes. 
KAllEN. 'Cause you could really hurt yourself on those 1hings. 
IIETI I. Ii'� fi111! You should 1ry it. We'll give you a11d Gabe a lt:sson. 
KAREN. Ye:th, I c111 jusr sec C:ihe ... 
BET) I. l lc's �o lidl of life: David; he's so open and op1i111i.�1ic.:. 
I k's a pbymatc, that's what he is, a wonderfid pl.1y111:ttc. 
K/\RFN. lloy, rhat was fost. 
BETI I. Wh.11? 
1<1\REN. ·1i1111 i.\ hardy out the door ... 
BET! I. Oh. l<arc11 ... 
Kt\REN. You didn't want 10 lil' alone li,r :t while? You havl'n'1 
l>een :ilolll· in ., do:t.cn years.
I\ETI I. I 'w always been aln11c, do11'1 you see? I spt·nt my 11u1rri,1J/
alone.
I</\ IU·.N. But to gc1 i111l(J/tl('(/ wi1 h so111t·o11e, ri�lu :1w:1y? 
IIETI I. (U11a " ... r�t?_/,t mu,�y?") I'm in love wi1h him.
l<J\lll-:N. (/1 lmrt.} I low c.:ould you lw in low witl, him) 

BF.Tl I. I .1111.
KAREN. (Cr1111i11111mJ.) You've 011ly just stancd sn·ing him. 
BETI I. I knew hi111 year� ago, I />aid. 
KI\IU•:N. Tl11 ough • I <Jm. 
BETH. lligl11. We went out socially a lcw times, 1he two couples. 
KAR.EN. llut that'/> difkrcnc. 
BFTl I. I nH::111, it's not like he's a srr:u1gcr. The: prrlimin:tries were 
1llll ol" Lhc way. 'l'hi:re's a history there. There was :11 ready a kind of 
shonhand. 
KAREN. I can undcrsland its being t.:xciLing, I can 11ndt.:rsr:incl 
rh:.11. l111L love? 
BETI I. Why is tl1ar so hard to believe? I fell in love with 'li,m that 
lirsr weekend al 1hc Vineyard. ) 
KAREN. Okay, and look where that gor you. Sorry. (A beat.) I 
jusr think you have to be careful. 

56 

( 

Act: 2. s�2.
13ETI I. Karen ... 
KAREN. (Crmti1111ous.) You're very vulntrahk righ1 now. 
BETH. Oh, please ... 
KJ\llEN. I don't want you lO gc:c hun. 
BETH. I'm gonna marry hint. (A tense pnuse.} David is nor'lt>m. 
He's 1101. They're very different mt.:n. Thcn:'s no hidden agenda 
with him. What you sec is what you get. You know? He 111/ks co 
me; he 1ells me what he's thi11ki11g. I k lets me in. (11 brat.} So 
much of my marriage to 'lirn1 was this dark liulc rango, 1his ada­
gio dance. I don't want 1ha1 :111ymort·. I w.1111 anorher shot :H it. 
With David. And David w:1111s me. 
KAREN. (Nods, thm:} I wisl, you wdl. 
BE.Tl I. Thanks. (f>rwse.) I !e's grt·:u with die kids. You should sec 
him wi1h rhe111. They're c.:r:r,.y :1hn11t him. l'mic.:ul:1rly Sammy. I !e's 
all over him. Things well' so l:!,loomy, aftc, "lilln k/"1, yon h:1ve IH> 
idea ... 
KAREN. I know. 
111('1'1 I. I never dto11gh1 my kid� would laugh ag:1i11, I 111t',lll it, i1 
was d1:11 �rim. 
KAREN. I'm SUit'. 
IWTI I. I know wlt:11 1'111 doing, l(:11·t·11 .  Tl,is is lhc man I w:1.� 
11wa111 lo be with. I rt'ally l>dicvt' d1,11. I h.1ll 10 �nrvivc ·1i1111 \ll I 
rnuld c11d up with I ).,vid. It w.1� 111y {�1e. 
KAREN. Tlwt 111:iy l)l', hut, still, I wi�I, you'd give it more tin1e. 
BF.Tl I. And lei tlti.\ 11101m·1Jl pass? No w.1y. I don·, want to lcl this 
mon1c11t look, why do I l'VCII lmd1t'r? 
KAREN. Wha1? 
BET! I. You think 1'111 crazy. 
K/\lU·.N. I never said rhal ... 
BETH. (Co11tinuo11.s.} This is my opponun ity li.1r a real marriage, 
a real p:tnnership. Bui you don't want me ro have 1h:u, do you. 
KAREN. (011er " . .. t!o you.'') What an outrageous rhing lO say! 
Of course I do! 
BET[ l. (Over " ... ofcoum I do!'J I'm finally li.:cling whole, !1nally 
feeling like I'm on rhc righL cr:ick, for rhe l1rs1 time in my lite, and 
what do you do? You undermine me! 
KAREN. I am not undermining you, l'n, only thinking of wha1':, 
besr for you. 
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TOM. Boy. sl1c really holds :1 grudge, docsn'1 ,\he.
CAf3E. Well, this i� sort of a biggie, 1ho11f!,h, you go11a adrnir. (Aht·11t.} When'd you gc1 to 1ow11? 
TOM. This 11 1orning. Nancy car1H: 1/Jith Ill('. 

t�/\BE. Oh, yeah? 
TOM . .'-ilic love� New York .  Tlw11gh1 we'd hang Olli, sec a coupkol"show.s ... 
( ;ABE. Uh huh. So, you're guing up to sec the kitb? TOM. No, 1101 this weekend; I have 1h<.:rn 111·xt wn:k. This is hrr wn:k; 1'111 11<11 go1111a mess wi1l i th111, believe nw.CABE. 01 1 . 

TOM. Cod fi,rbid rl,l're\ any d1:111gl' .,r plan ... 11\ like Nurc111bcrg. 
CAili•:. (II dmd&.) Uh huh. You look grl'.11 . T< >tvl. Tlt.111k!>, I k.-1 gre:11. 1'111 1111111i11g agai11 . C1\llf' .. Oh. }'l':il 1 ? 
TOM. I 10�1 .1 li11k ,wigl11 ... 
C:1\BE. Mon· !11.1 11 .1 little·. 
l'OM. N.1nty :111d I, Wl' get up ,It ,ix ... C1\I\F. Wow. Si"! 

TOM. .. . 11111 li,111 . liv1: rnib .. . 
(;ABI(. I low do yotr do i 1 ? 
'l'()M . ... co111e h.11k. 111akl' lnvl' 111 d1 c sl lllWlT CAI\!·. lJlt 111111. 
l'OM. Thl'n. off lO work Th:11\ 1 1 1y lll'W •q�i 111l·11. t\nd k-r IIH' 1cll you: It'� 101:illy ch.111gnl my pcr�pn.1ivl' on Ill)' d.1y. ( ;A Bl·:. M11�1 he rlwsl· i11vigo1a1i 11g �lww<:rs. TOM. (l.1·,111i11yJi11w,tr1I.) The thing� she's go1 11 1e doing, Cabe ... ! CABE. l .lllky you. 

TOM. N:1111..y ha., more im:igina1io11, more daring, 111011· wisdomI llll'a11, i1 j11s1 gm·� 10 show ycn1 how age is H>r.1lly irrdt:v:int.I'm a lioy-wy at lony-1hrec! 
CAB!•:. Uh huh. 
TOM. Sh<: is so :11 Imme i11 IH:r own body. Sl'c, l'vc ncv<:1 knownwha1 1ha1 w,tl> like. A lover teaches you 1ha1, ii'� so1111·thing youlcnrn wgcd1cr. Beth and I never had 1ha1; .�ht: wa� never comforr­able in l1<.:r ow11 body ... 
CABE. Rc.::1lly? ( ;Cl', I always thought ... 
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TOM. (<.'o111i1111om.) So how could I expn1 her to be comfomhlc

with 111inr? Nan<:y and I' ll be s1 rolling a Ion� :111d she'll put her

ha11d on my ass or something, just like 1h:11, wi1hou1 even think­

ing about i1 . Wid1 Beth, sex w:1s always up lO me. It was never 

:1bou1 her 1v1111ti11,� me, i1 was never abo111 desire, it was all :1bour 

obligation. A lll l 1hen once 1hc l<ids came ... Well, you lrnnw how 

1har is. 
c;ABF. Uh huh. 
TOM. Sex became one mtirc 1hingon my list of1hi11gs ro do. You 
know? Nancy and I, we arc w1:1lly in synL. She jus1 has to srrol<c 
Ill)' fin!:(t'l'i ,1ml I 1�c1 h:11J, or t•,iw llll' a look, or l:rngh :1 certain way. 
CABI�. Do you 1wo t:ver ... 1,1lk? 
TOM. Oh, ycih. Art· yo11 kidding? We 1alk all dll' 1i1nc. 
Remt·mbcr wl i .11 1h:n\ like wlll'n a rcl.11io11ship is new? All rh.11 
1alk. all d1:11 �t·x. all 1h:11 la11i.;l11n? NanLy really heirs 111c. She 
hears lllt'. 
t;AHI�. Uh h11l1. 
TOM. Sh l· ,.1Vnl 111y life,< ;allC'. \he rr:tlly did: shL' hre:11hrd lili·

back in10 ml'. 
CAI\I: .. (Noris. tlm,:) ( ;ood. Th:11's g1L'al. I'm �lad. (U,· sipr /Jis 
tlri11k. /im1 lookJ ,11 lii111.) Wh.11. 
TOM. Wh.11 .Ill' VOii 1hi11ki11g? 
C/\1\E. Wh:11 do you ll1L'an? 
TOM. ( ·onw on. I know you. I k11nw d1:11 /,wk • 
( ;/\Bl· .. I'm j11s1 li,w 11 i 11 g. Ynu d1,11'1 w.1111 ml' 111 \, 1y :111y1hing, righ1? 

TOM. (O"'·r " ... n,�ltt?') Oh, ChriM ... 
C/\BE. No. i sn '1 chat wh:11 you told me? 
TOM. I said I h:u 10 you .. . wlwn I was sLill vt:ry I aw ••• 
CABE. Oh. And you're 1101 so raw anymore? Well, whar arc 1he 
rules, then? You 've goua fill me in here, pal. I've gorta know rhe 
rule� so I don't s1cp out of bounds. 
TOM .. l;abc ... 
C/\fH•:. Okay, you want 10 know what I'm 1hiuki11g? l'rn thinking: 
I hear you miking, 'lom, I hear du..:sc words coming out, and you 

sound like a rucking 1110011i1• lO me, '!om, you rc:illy do ... 
TOM. (Over " ... you rutlly do ... ") I'm crying to tell you ... I
was dying! You don't understand 1ha1, do you? I was losing the will 
to live, isn't 1har dying? The lifo I was le ading had nn rdacionship 
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