
Scene 2 

Bingley is attempting to nssemble a toy theatre for the baby, 
which is 11ot going well as he is not exactly handy. Darcy 
watches, amrL�ed. 

Arthur enters the library with great bluster. 

ARTHUR. Gentlemen. I am here to inform you 1.hat I have ... ruined 
everything. 

DARCY. Good morning, then. 

BINGLEY. Not from the sound of it. 

ARTHUR. I have packed my bags and, with great pardon, I will 
excuse myself just as soon as I gather my books ... and Miss de 
Bourgh. She and J are leaving ... together ... as she is soon to be my 
wife. Good day, gentlemen. 

BINGLEY. W hat did he say? 

DARCY. Miss de Bourgh arrived late last night and is under the 
impression that she and Mr. de Bourgh are engaged to be married. 

BINGLEY. Engaged to Anne de Bourgh? 

ARTHUR. Can one be engaged without one's own knowledge? 
Apparently one can. 

BINGLEY. (Smiling slightly.) Did you propose to Anne and forget? 

ARTHUR. No, I don't think so, 1 fear it is quite time to leave before 
I cause any further disruption or embarrassment. 

81NGLEY. ArthUI. Stop. Breathe. And explain. 

ARTHUR. It was her mother's wish, her mother who is so recently 
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departed. And J am required to marry her to maintain tJ1e estate 
and preserve the line and oh dear god I need some air 

DARCY. De Bourgh, you needn't leave and you needn't marry Anne. 

ARTHUR. L .. what? 

DARCY. The inheritance is deemed yours by law, not by Lady 
Catherine. You do not need to marry anyone to claim Rosings as 
your own. You do not need to marry at all, unless that is your wish. 

81NGLEY. Do you want lo marry Miss de Bourgh? 

ARTHUR. Well ... she says we are fond of each other, and she wishes 
to remain al Rosings. It is her home after all and what kind of man 
would 1 be tf 1 set her away from it.

BINGLEY. You do not need to marry to ensure Anne remain at Ros­
ings, de Bourgh. 1t 1s quite enough house for the both of you, is it not? 

DARCY. And �either Miss de Bourgh nor her mother can simply 
declare your engagement. You must be aware that Twas at one time 
likewise intended for the same Miss de Bourgh. 

ARTHUR. How is it that you are married to Mrs. Darcy then, and 
not Miss de Bourgh? 

DARCY. Lady Catherine was determined to provide for her daughter, 
and for a lime, she had a notion that I was the answer. But uninten­
tionally, Lady Catherine's interference brought Mrs. Darcy and me 
to the understanding that we did and do love each other. 

BINGLEY. And if love is not at the root, the tree will not be strong 
enough to grow. 

DARCY. Well said, Mr. Bingley. De Bourgh, your marr}ing Anne 
would also seem counter to your position al the precipice of a truly 
wonderful match in Miss 13ennet. 

ARTHUR. Miss Bennet. .. wants nothing to do with me any longer 
and I cannot blame her. 

BINGLEY. Did you mention the bit about her eyes? 

ARTHUR. I did not get the chance to menUon her eyes before my 
fiaocee arrived and with great declaration sent Miss Bennet out of 
the room with haste. When I spoke to her this morning she made 
it quite clear that I was as welcome in her presence as a cone snail. 

BINGLEY. A what1 
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Act 11 Scene 2 Arthur, Darcy, Bingley – pages 50, 51, 52.






